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The Sierra Club requests an extension of 30 days of the time to review this project. Not only is the DEIR several thousand pages, but also the number and magnitude of the approvals requested make this a project in need of close public scrutiny.

We also request a public hearing before the Commission on the DEIR so that the Commissioners have the opportunity to give input on the draft document before the final document is completed. While many appreciated the County’s effort to hold a hearing on a project that will substantially change the character of the east side canyons in Santa Clarita, several people expressed concerns that the hearing was before a “hearing officer” and not the Commission. Ex parte rules rightly discourage interaction with Commission members, so speaking to them during the hearing process is really the only time that the public has the opportunity to air their concerns and hear them addressed by the Commission. We also believe this hearing was held before the community had sufficient time to even begin a review of this huge project. 

Project not Consistent with the New Areawide Plan for Santa Clarita

At a time when both the City and County portions of the Santa Clarita Valley have just completed General Plan updates, yet this project now asks for a plan amendment to approve this large industrial project in an area zoned for agriculture and open space. It seems particularly unreasonable that the County would immediately propose a Plan Amendment that would also require increased parking permits, thus indicating increased commuting in the face of Greenhouse gas reduction promised by the approval of One Valley One Vision, a Plan that was supposed to encourage increased density in the City Center and discourage auto-oriented sprawl development in the surrounding green areas. Now, with the first large project proposal before you, your department is proposing to amend the plan to allow an intensive industrial use in a rural area. We believe this violates the letter and the spirit of the just approved OVOV Plan.

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Climate Change 

It also violates the Climate Action Plan developed by the City of Santa Clarita that must be consistent with the County Plan.

Disney should describe and incorporate Specific Measures to reduce greenhouse gas generation and lessen climate change impacts. Among the measures it could take are those suggested by CAPCOA
 in the Santa Clarita Climate Action Plan:

CAP Energy Measures 

· Higher Efficacy Public Street and Area Lighting 

Power consumed by lighting sources contributes to GHG emissions. Lamp efficiency and the amount of lighting produced (lumens) per watt of power supplied vary by light fixture design. A strategy to reduce GHG emissions is the installation of more efficient public street and area lights that are able maintain the level of lumens per area while consuming less electricity. Disney should commit to not using high pressure sodium and metal halide lights, but instead using energy efficient induction lighting throughout the project. 

· Any additional Traffic Lights must be LED Traffic Lights.  Replacing traffic lights with higher efficacy ones, such as light-emitting diode (LED) traffic lights. Such lights can result in a reduction of GHG emissions since they consume about 90% less energy than traditional incandescent traffic lights. 

· Establish Onsite Renewable Energy Systems - Solar Power 

Electricity generated from photovoltaic (PV) systems is associated with zero GHG emissions29, thus installation of PV systems in residential or commercial buildings displaces electricity consumed from local utilities that generally have larger carbon footprints; this translates into a reduction of GHG emissions. 

· Disney should commit to  “LEED” certified buildings at a minimum of the “Gold” level. Instead, the EIR states that the project will achieve “LEED” equivalent and doesn’t specify a level.

CAP Water Measures 
· Use Reclaimed Water 

Reclaimed water is water treated from a wastewater treatment plant but instead of being released to the environment is re-used for non-potable purposes. Using reclaimed water requires less energy to collect and redistribute to their consumption points since it is generated in local treatment plants, as opposed to fresh water supplies that may be transported over long distances from its natural sources. Since reclaimed water is less energy intensive, its consumption has a smaller carbon footprint. 

· Low-Flow Water Fixtures 

Decreasing water use reduces GHG emissions associated with the electricity consumed to pump, treat and distribute the water. A strategy to reduce indoor water demand is installing low-flow or high efficiency water fixtures such as low-flow toilets, urinals, showerheads, or faucets, or high-efficiency clothes-washers and dishwashers in residential and commercial buildings. For each improved water fixture installed, there is an associated reduction in indoors water demand and hence in GHG emissions. To quantify reductions from this measure, GHG emissions are calculated for a baseline scenario (regular water demand) and a mitigated scenario, with reduced water demand from the percentile reduction provided by each water fixture installed. The difference in GHG emissions from both scenarios represents the reduction achieved by this measure. 

· Landscape Irrigation Systems 

Water consumption for outdoor uses can be diminished by utilizing water-efficient landscape irrigation systems. Efficient Irrigation techniques, such as “smart” irrigation technology, reduce water use and its associated GHG emissions. “Smart” irrigation systems relay on weather, climate and soil moisture information to adjust watering frequency, hence maintaining the vegetation adequately moist while conserving water. Quantification of this measure can be achieved by calculating the water savings from this technology, multiplying by the water energy intensity of the local water supply and applying local utility emission factors to calculate GHG emissions. 

CAP Vegetation Measures 
· New Vegetated Open Space 

Vegetated open space serves as natural “carbon sinks”, places where carbon dioxide is naturally sequestered. By creating new vegetated open space, or preventing the transformation of open space into urban/rural development areas, GHG emissions reductions are achieved by the amount of carbon dioxide sequestered per acre of preserved land. The amount of carbon sequestered will depend on the type of vegetated land (forests, croplands, grasslands, etc.) 

The City has developed an Open Space Plan that calls for the creation of a "green belt" around the City, serving as a vegetated buffer between the City and County development. Through this plan, the City will seek to acquire as much as 9300 acres of open space with the purpose of saving the land from development threat from other jurisdictions or for restorative purposes of the land from contamination where necessary. The GHG reductions associated with this measure are calculated based on the amount of preserved land (acres) multiplied by the expected annual CO2 accumulation per acre, which depends on the type of vegetated land. 

How will the Disney proposal increase these greenhouse gas calculations? What affect will this have on the City’s ability to meet the AB32 goals with its current Plan? These issues must be addressed in the Climate Section of the DEIR.

The City of Santa Clarita’s Climate Action Plan (and be inference, the County’s, since this is a “One Valley, One Vision” Plan) intends to meet the required AB 32 goals in part through landuse planning, particularly transportation planning. The Local Plan Amendment and parking CUP requested as part of this approval is not consistence with these goals because it will increase congestion on the Highway 14 and does not provide public transportation or pedestrian and cycling alternatives. It will thus impair the Santa Clarita Valley’s ability to meet AB32 and SB375 goals. 

The City’s Plan states

“Overall Land Use Transportation Measure 

Emission reductions from land use planning are generally achieved by reducing total vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and improving traffic flow (i.e. reducing idling and low-speed emissions). While many of these are implemented on a project level, for the purpose of a region analysis, ENVIRON has utilized the in-City VMT projection in the prior City General Plan, which did not include land-use improvement measures, as well as the valley-wide VMT projections in the new General Plan, which are modeled to incorporate a mix of land use planning measures. With the guidance from City Staff, ENVIRON has estimated an overall 10% VMT reduction within City boundaries by 2020 as compared to the business-as-usual scenario. This reduction incorporates a mix of measures including, but not limited to, increase density of in-City development and diversity of urban and suburban developments, increase the location efficiency, destination and transit accessibility, integrate affordable and below market rate housing, implement trip reduction programs such as ride-share, improve the transit system by expanding the transit network and increase service frequency, and improve the flow of traffic at city intersections and congested roadways. Reductions in VMT by implementing these programs are directly correlated with reductions in GHG emissions.”

This proposal will significantly alter the current Plan for the Santa Clarita Valley by changing one of the greenbelt areas, Placerita Canyon, to intensive industrial use and massive additional car and truck trips.

Air Quality

The Santa Clarita Valley is in a Federal non-attainment zone for ozone and PM10 and PM2.5 (small particle dust). These pollutants are especially damaging to children’s’ lungs as evidenced by the well-documented rise in asthma rates for school age children.

Adding traffic congestion and more commuter traffic to the valley will only make the ozone and particulate matter impacts worse. This is especially true due to the added truck traffic generated by Disney’s sound stage activities, since diesel exhaust is a significant generator of particulate matter and a cause of asthma.  

Disney may not avoid this problem by a finding that long term air quality impacts are less than significant without even evaluating these impacts. Impacts to air quality must also be found significant since this project’s proposed Plan Amendment will interfere with the City’s ability to reduce greenhouse gases as described above.

While the DEIR admits that significant impacts to air quality will occur during construction, it appears to manipulate facts to make a finding that long-term air quality impacts will be less than significant. This manipulation does not pass the straight fact test. Obviously, a project hat needs a plan amendment is not consistent with the existing OVOV Plan, the Climate Action Plan or the AQMP.

 Therefore, the Sierra Club asserts that the DEIR must change the impacts to Air Quality to Significant and include all possible mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts. These should include at the very least, but are not limited to such measures as 

· Required employees car-pooling, fee-only parking, reduced parking spaces to encourage car-pooling and public transportation

· Required use of only Natural Gas or Electric trucks at the site. 

· In addition to making all measures proposed in the DEIR mandatory

The DEIR should Provide a “Jobs Analysis”

Disney has made claims that this project will create a substantial number of jobs. A cursory review of the DEIR reveals no substantiation or even discussion of these claims. We ask that the County request of the developer some substantiation/economic analysis that these jobs are not merely transfers from Disney’s facility in Burbank, thus needlessly creating additional traffic, air pollution and GHG in the Santa Clarita Valley. This issue should be discussed and disclosed in the DEIR.

Oak Tree Removals and Mitigation

While the project proponent has stated publicly that the 158 oaks slated to be destroyed will be replaced on a greater than County required basis, we note that oaks cannot be established in all soil types and don’t generally grow on slopes facing in certain directions. We ask that some evaluation be provided in the DEIR that indicates sufficient and biologically adequate soil and location for any proposed mitigation plantings.

Further Spread of the Whittiker Bermite Pollution Plume

A Resolution passed by the Angeles Chapter in 2006 (attached) indicates the Sierra Club’s commitment to ensuring that existing residents of Santa Clarita have a safe and healthy water supply before additional new development is approved. 

While the treatment facility is now functioning, it is producing far less water than previously anticipated and has encountered various problems requiring a shut down and repair of wells, to more frequent analysis of water quality due to concerns regarding VOCs.

In April of 2012, Valencia Water Company voluntarily shut down yet another drinking water supply well (well 205) due to the presence of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs). While these chemicals were found at low levels, their presence would seem to indicate the further westerly spread of the Whittiker Bermite pollution plume.  This information was not publicly disclosed and only recently came to light through a public record request to the Dept. of Health Services. 

While the project before you will not be supplied by Valencia Water Co., the spread of the pollution plume further into the Saugus Aquifer, one of the major water supplies for the entire 

Santa Clarita Valley will affect all the water companies’ ability to supply their customers. Therefore, the Water Supply Assessment for this project must be re-evaluated.

� Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, A Resource for Local Government to Assess Emission Reductions from Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures, California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA), August 2010.


� This information is paraphrased from the City of Santa Clarita’s draft Climate Action Plan, pages 30-32


� City of Santa Clarita Climate Action Plan, May 2012, page 30





